
Nehru the Democrat 
 

 

1. Rau pays homage to Nehru’s patriotism, 
liberalism and feelings for sufferings of 
others. 

2. He throws light on different aspects of 
Nehru’s personality----the democrat , the 
politician and parliamentarian. 

3. He hated dictators like Hitler and Mussolini. 

 

 



PANDIT NEHRU 

 



• Nehru got training in democracy by watching 
his own father and other contemporaries. 

• Nehru strongly felt that transfer of power and 
real sensation of self-government were 
essential for democracy. 

• He wanted that people should have freedom 
to shape their freedom as they liked. 

• The individual liberty of millions of people was 



a very important aspect of Nehru’s view about 
freedom. 

The ardent favour with which he plunged into 
India’s struggle was part of his passion for 
individual liberty. 

He derived his power from his appeal to mass 
mind 

He achieved leadership through rational means. 

 



• It was in the spirit of a true democrat that he 
never tried to suppress the inner party struggles 
of the Congress 

• Nehru gave the idea of Constituent Assembly 
even before India became free. 

• He wanted it to become an instrument of 
political, social and economic revolution. 

• According to him, the sovereignty of the people 
was the basis of the Constituent Assembly. 



• The Constituent Assembly was formed to 
prepare a Constitution based on the principles 
of sovereignty of the people. 

• They had to be provided a territorial integrity 
with armed forces to defend it. 

• Nehru looked upon Constituent Assembly as 
an instrument of revolution. 

• Nehru’s idea of Constitution was that it should 
serve the needs of the common people. 



• The Indian Constitution was made meaningful 
by giving it an economic base. 

• After getting independence he welcomed the 
idea of composite culture. 

• He did not approve of the monolithic state in 
the name of oneness of culture. 

• He had great respect for the Parliament and 
raised the level of debate. 

 

 



• In his colleagues he discouraged frivolity or 
incompetence. 

• He believed that any democracy is a government 
by deliberations and debates. 

• Democracy must ensure good government. 

• It must allow criticism and correction. 

• It means balances and checks. 

• He knew limitations of Indian democracy. It was 
unreal without social and economic democracy. 



• He wanted wider participation of people in 
the democratic process. 

• It means democratic decentralisation of 
power not only at the national level but also 
at the district and the village level. 

• He did not believe in forcing his way through 
brute force or brute majority. 

• He wanted criticism to be on a high level of 
principles. 

 



• Nehru was a great parliamentarian. 

• He tried to build up sound traditions of a 
parliamentary democracy. 

• He emphasised the need of dedication to 
work, co-operation and self-discipline. 

• For him, freedom of the people came first. 

• Jawaharlal Nehru was indeed the champion of 
the common man. 


